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Mary appears only a few times in the Bible, but those few passages come at crucial moments.

Catholics believe that Mary is the ever-virgin Mother of God, the Queen of Heaven and Earth.

But she also was a human being--a woman who made a journey of faith through various trials

and uncertainties and endured her share of suffering. Even with her unique graces and

vocation, Mary remains a woman we can relate to and from whom we have much to learn. In

Walking with Mary, Edward Sri looks at the crucial passages in the Bible concerning Mary and

offers insight about the Blessed Mother's faith and devotion that we can apply in our daily lives.

We follow her step-by-step through the New Testament account of her life, reflecting on what

the Scriptures tell us about how she responded to the dramatic events unfolding around

her. “This book is the fruit of my personal journey of studying Mary through the Scriptures, from

her initial calling in Nazareth to her painful experience at the cross,” writes Edward Sri “It is

intended to be a highly readable, accessible work that draws on wisdom from the Catholic

tradition, recent popes, and biblical scholars of a variety of perspectives and traditions. With the

riches of these insights, we will ponder what her journey of faith may have been like in order to

draw out spiritual lessons for our own walk with God.” He add, “It is my hope, therefore, that

whether you are of a Catholic, Protestant, or other faith background, this book may help you to

know, understand, and love Mary more, and that it may inspire you to walk in her footsteps as a

faithful disciple of the Lord in your own pilgrimage of faith.”



PRAISE FORWalking with Mary“In Walking with Mary, Ted Sri achieves something rare and

wonderful: a book that seamlessly combines rich biblical scholarship, a son’s insight into the

human heart of Mary, and an engaging, vividly accessible style the reader can’t put down. This

is a marvelous encounter with both the Word of God and the mother of Jesus Christ, the virgin

of Nazareth, the model of all Christian discipleship.”—Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.,

Archbishop of Philadelphia“Walking with Mary is a highly readable book that illuminates the

scriptural truth about Mary. Drawing on solid biblical scholarship and Catholic tradition, Dr. Sri

leads his readers along the spiritual journey of the Mother of our Lord, from her initial call from

God to her soul-piercing sorrow at the foot of the cross. With rich insight, he offers practical

lessons for the personal challenges we all face as Mary’s fellow pilgrims walking the path of

faith. This book will help all Christians, not just Catholics, to get to know and love Mary much

more.”—Dr. Scott Hahn, author of The Lamb’s Supper and Consuming the Word“A child of God

has Christ for a brother—and Mary for a mother. This book delivers on the promise of its title.

It’s a long and lovely walk we take, on a glorious day, with Jesus and the mom he shares with

us. This is what devotion was meant to be: living familylife with God.”—Mike Aquilina, author of

Faith of Our Fathers:Why the Early Christians Still Matter and Always Will“This is no ordinary

book! In it, Edward Sri combines a step-by-step Bible study on the life of the mother of Jesus

with profound insights into the spiritual life of every Christian. The result is a biblical portrait of

Mary of Nazareth that is both extremely informative and deeply moving. The sections on the

sufferings of Mary alone are worth the price of the book. Must-reading for anyone who has ever

wanted to know who the Virgin Mary really was and what her life means for us today.”—Dr.

Brant Pitre, author of Jesus and the Jewish Rootsof the EucharistCopyright © 2013, 2017 by

Edward SriAll rights reserved.Published in the United States by Image, an imprint of the Crown

Publishing Group, a division of Penguin Random House LLC, New York.IMAGE is a registered

trademark and the “I” colophon is a trademark ofPenguin Random House LLC.Originally

published in hardcover in the United States by Image, an imprint of the Crown Publishing

Group, a division of Penguin Random House LLC, New York, in 2013.Library of Congress
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sure how devoted I’ve been to Mary. But I know she has been very devoted to me.”That’s how a

friend once described his relationship with the Blessed Virgin Mary. And his words capture an

experience to which I can very much relate.I grew up surrounded by Marian devotion in my

home. Rosary beads by my mother’s chair. Pictures of Our Lady and the holy child in my room.

Hail Mary prayers at my bedside at night. Most of all, I will never forget those quick visits to a

Polish Carmelite monastery just three blocks from my home in a town outside of Chicago.

Almost every day my mother would stop by that monastery on our way back from school and

take my siblings and me into a small, dark chapel with nothing to illuminate it but the dim

refracted, colored light from the stained-glass windows and the rows of flickering red candles in

front of the altars. For a child, walking into this mysterious chapel was like stepping into another

world—into the realm of the sacred.Our brief visits always culminated with the lighting of

devotional candles and a prayer in front of a very large painting of Mary crowned in royal

splendor with twelve stars on her head. Each child would have a candle lit for their intentions,

and we would kneel down before this picture of Mary as my mother offered very personal,

heartfelt prayers to the Lord. God was real. Prayer was real. And I knew Mary was an important

person very close to God, and somehow (though I could not have explained it at the time) a

profound part of my experience in prayer.I would not want to give the impression that I had a

particularly strong Marian devotion as I grew up and entered junior high and high school. But I

did say my prayers, and thought of Mary from time to time, especially in moments when I was

troubled. I suppose my relationship with Mary back then was similar to how many adult children

relate to their own mothers: I love my mom. I sometimes take her for granted. I sometimes

forget to call. But I know she’s always there for me.This youthful affection for Mary was severely

shaken one night shortly after I went away to college.On my dormitory floor at Indiana

University, I met a joyful, outgoing Christian student named Rod. He called himself a “Bible

Christian”—a term I had never encountered in my Chicago-area Catholic upbringing. But I

figured that since I was Catholic and I also believed in the Bible, he and I would get along

together quite well.One night in the middle of the fall semester, however, I found out it would

not be so easy. Rod came knocking on my door. He had a Bible in hand and a serious look on

his face.“Ted, can we talk?”“Yes,” I replied. “What’s wrong?”“Well, I’m worried about

you.”“Why?”“Because you’re Catholic.”“Why are you worried about that?”“Because if you’re

Catholic, I’m worried you’ll go to hell.”I was utterly shocked. When I asked him why he thought

my Catholicism would lead to my damnation, he said that Catholics believe so many things that

go against the Scriptures. He proceeded to drill me with numerous pointed questions about



Catholic beliefs and the Bible.“Why do you Catholics confess your sins to a priest? Don’t you

know the Bible says only God can forgive our sins?”“Why do you believe in purgatory? The

word purgatory isn’t even in the Bible!”“Why do you believe in the pope? And why do you

Catholics have all these man-made traditions? Don’t you know that only the Bible is inspired by

God?”And then the questions about Mary came up.“And why do you Catholics worship Mary?

The Bible teaches that we’re only supposed to worship God!”“And why do Catholics pray to

Mary? Don’t you know we’re only supposed to pray to God? All this worship of Mary is

idolatry!”I had no idea how to answer all these objections. At two a.m., after several hours of

what felt like intense interrogation, my head was spinning. I went to bed confused and

discouraged—and filled with many questions: What does the Catholic Church really teach

about these things? And is it really true? Thankfully, some good books and some good

Catholic friends showed me how the Church had been thinking about these issues for

centuries, long before Rod came knocking on my door. I started studying the Bible more. And I

began reading the writings of the early Christians and the teachings of the Catholic

Church.When it came to the subject of Mary, the more I studied, the more I realized how much

the Scriptures actually support Catholic Marian doctrine. I also began to realize how many

misconceptions there are about what Catholics believe about Mary. I came to see more clearly,

for example, that Catholics don’t worship Mary as we do the Holy Trinity, but we honor her,

recognizing the great things God has accomplished in her life. And I came to appreciate how

Catholics don’t “pray to” Mary like they pray to God, but we ask her to intercede for us, just as

Saint Paul exhorts all Christians to intercede for each other.I am very thankful for Rod’s difficult

visit to my dorm room that evening long ago in Indiana, because it set me off on a quest to

know and understand the Catholic faith of my childhood better, and it sparked a desire in me to

pass it on to others. And that desire ultimately led me to pursue a doctorate in theology. As I

look back now, I sense that Mary has, at least in some small but significant ways, been with me

throughout this journey. I never set out to become a professor who would teach Mariology

classes. But in my graduate studies I found myself developing a number of research papers on

Mary and the Bible, and eventually I wrote a doctoral dissertation on this topic and have

continued to publish articles and books expounding on the Marian texts in the Bible. Over time,

biblical passages about Mary and their implications for Marian doctrine and devotion became

one of the main topics for my study, prayer, and teaching.But along the way I also have found

myself drawn to learning more from Scripture about the person of Mary herself—the young

woman of Nazareth who dwelt in Galilee some two thousand years ago and was called by God

to a most extraordinary vocation. What would it have been like to have been Mary? What would

the angel’s message have meant to her? What might she have been going through during

those early years of Jesus’s childhood—experiencing the humble, poor conditions surrounding

her son’s birth, hearing Simeon’s prophecy about a sword piercing her soul, and later on losing

her child for three days and then finding him in the Temple? And what was God asking of Mary

at those pivotal moments in Jesus’s adult life—at his first miracle at Cana and at his death on

the cross? Admittedly, the Bible does not offer a lot of detail about Mary’s experience, but the

sacred texts do provide some insights that can serve as windows, however small they might

be, into Mary’s soul and the particular spiritual path upon which the Lord was leading her.In

pondering Mary’s journey of faith more, I have found new inspiration and encouragement for

my own walk with the Lord and a desire to imitate her more in my life. That’s why, even after

many years of writing and teaching on Mary, in a sense I honestly feel I am only beginning to

know her.This book is the fruit of my personal journey of studying Mary through the Scriptures,

from her initial calling in Nazareth to her painful experience at the cross. It is intended to be a



highly readable, accessible work that draws on wisdom from the Catholic tradition, recent

popes, and biblical scholars of a variety of perspectives and traditions. With the riches of these

insights, we will ponder what her journey of faith may have been like in order to draw out

spiritual lessons for our own walk with God. While there are many heroes and saints in the

Bible who have qualities we can imitate, we will see that Mary stands out in Scripture as the

first to say yes in the new covenant era and as a premier model of faith for us to follow. It is my

hope, therefore, that whether you are of a Catholic, Protestant, or other faith background, this

book may help you to know, understand, and love Mary more, and that it may inspire you to

walk in her footsteps as a faithful disciple of the Lord in your own pilgrimage of faith.Mary

Walking with GodI knew what my eleven-month-old daughter was thinking. Josephine stood by

a chair holding herself up, contemplating her first step, but not sure she wanted to let go.I was

kneeling down only about five feet away with my arms open wide, ready to catch her if she fell.

With a big smile on my face, I cheered her on. “Come on, Josephine! You can do it! Let go and

come to Daddy!”She smiled back, and I could tell she was ready to make the move. She let go,

abandoning the security of the chair, and stood all on her own for the first time. Would she now

take that risky first step?“Come to Daddy, Josephine! You can do it!”Suddenly her knees

started to quiver. Her legs began to shake, and the look on her face changed from excitement

to horror. In a panic she desperately reached back for the chair and caught her balance just in

time. She clung on for dear life, wearing a sad look of fear as if to say, “No Dad. I don’t think I

want to try this.”But I egged her on and encouraged her to give it another shot. She eventually

let go of the chair again, but this time, when her legs began to tremble, instead of going back to

the chair she came wobbling toward me. She fell five steps forward and landed in my arms—

her first steps! She laughed and crawled back to the chair to try it again. Seven steps on her

second attempt. Back to the chair. We played this game for a long time that afternoon and she

grew in confidence with each new step. Gradually she began walking for greater and greater

distances, and within a few weeks crawling was just not as interesting. Walking became

Josephine’s primary mode of transportation.Our Walk with GodWe all have experienced

moments in life when we have had to take a step toward something unknown. It could be

moving to a new city, going through a job restructuring, or starting a new relationship. Walking

into uncharted territory often comes with a bit of fear and trembling.Similarly, although walking

with God in faith can be a thrilling adventure, it also has some unsettling elements. If we truly

allow him to guide our lives, we will be challenged to step out into the unknown, give up

control, and rely more completely on him. And that is not something we easily do. But it may be

comforting to know that while our Heavenly Father invites his people to follow him with ever

greater levels of trust and surrender, he calls them to take only one step at a time.We see this

in biblical heroes like Abraham. God promised him many blessings and descendants, but

Abraham first had to leave his home and move to a distant land, trusting that God would bless

him there. Similarly, Moses had to take those first steps out of Egypt into a barren desert,

unsure of what trials he would face as he led the Israelites toward the Promised Land.We see

this also in the saints throughout the Christian era. These holy men and women did not

become saintly figures overnight. They all had to learn to walk with the Lord one step at a time.

And at each step they were confronted with new opportunities to grow in love and service.

Saint Anthony of the Desert was drawn to sell all his possessions and give his money to the

poor. Saint Augustine was called to give up a quiet life of prayer and study to serve as a busy

bishop administering church affairs and attending to his people’s daily needs. St. Thérèse of

Lisieux was inspired to seek out the people who hurt her and frustrated her the most and show

them small acts of kindness.Some of the saints were drawn to give up something they liked,



move to a new place, or let go of something comfortable and familiar. God called Saint Francis

Xavier, for example, to leave Europe and bring the Gospel to the Far East. He prompted the

extroverted Saint Teresa of Avila to give up extra socializing in order to cultivate a deeper

interior silence and union with him. At still other times, God drew the saints closer to him

through intense trials and darkness, persecutions and misunderstandings. Saint John of the

Cross was mistreated and imprisoned in a dark, cramped dungeon for nine months by his

fellow Carmelites. But it was precisely through his being deprived of all worldly security and

comfort that he gained a deeper mystical understanding of the spiritual life and experienced a

profound encounter, in the very core of his being, with a God who lovingly pours himself out to

fill our emptiness and gives inner strength to souls amid the darkness. Mother Teresa faced

decades of painful spiritual darkness in which she did not sense God’s closeness in her life, but

eventually came to see that her feeling unwanted and forsaken allowed her to identify herself

more with the loneliness and isolation of the poor and with Jesus himself who experienced

suffering and rejection on Good Friday. Like a child learning to let go of the chair and walk, the

saints gradually—through many ordeals—learned to abandon themselves ever more

completely to God and walk in his ways.The same is true for the Blessed Virgin

Mary.Christians may know Mary was an important woman in God’s plan of salvation. After all,

she was chosen to be the Mother of God’s Son! And Catholics, in particular, have a special

affection for Mary. They sing hymns dedicated to her, recite various Marian prayers, and

celebrate special feast days in honor of Mary. Catholic churches are decorated with statues,

pictures, icons, and stained-glass windows depicting her splendor. And Catholic theology

teaches that she is the Immaculate Conception, the Ever-Virgin Mother of God, and the Queen

of Heaven and Earth.Mary’s HumannessWe may know the Mary of sacred music, sacred art,

and sacred theology—all of which beautifully express important aspects about the mystery of

the mother of God—but how well do we know the humanness of Mary? How familiar are we

with Mary’s pilgrimage of faith and the important steps the Lord invited her to take throughout

her life?Mary was endowed with unique graces and privileges in Christ’s kingdom, but she was

still a woman who had her own faith journey to make—and one that we can relate to in many

ways. She experienced the joys of parenthood and the blessings of following God’s plan. But

she also experienced the devastation of watching her son be misunderstood, rejected, and

killed on the cross. Sometimes she was treated with dignity and honor. Other times she was

humbled and oppressed. On some occasions God made his will clear for her, and she

wholeheartedly committed herself to what the Lord was asking in that moment. But there were

other times when it was not so apparent what the Lord was doing in her life and what she was

supposed to do next.When Mary was confronted with God’s call at pivotal moments in her life,

she chose to remain open to the Lord’s plan for her every step of the way, even though what

lay ahead for her was not always clear. Not everything was revealed to her all at once. There

were moments when Mary did not understand what was happening and moments when she

was not in control—moments when all she could do was prayerfully keep all these things and

ponder them in her heart, awaiting God’s fuller revelation to her (Luke 2:19, 51). Like all

followers of Christ, Mary had to walk by faith, and not by sight.A Continuous FiatNew

Testament scholar Francis Moloney emphasizes that Mary’s faith was not completed at the

Annunciation with her “fiat”—her “yes” to God’s call for her to become the mother of the

Messiah (Luke 1:38). Moloney explains that Mary’s assent had to be repeated over and over

again as she watched her son grow from a child into a man:Mary’s Fiat did not lift her out of the

necessary puzzlement, anxiety and pain which often arises [sic] from the radical nature of the

Christian vocation. Despite her remarkable initiation into the Christian mystery, she still had to



proceed through the rest of her life, “treasuring in her heart” the mysteries revealed to her,

never fully understanding, but patiently waiting for God’s time and God’s ultimate

answer.*Blessed John Paul II sees Mary’s “fiat” at the Annunciation as just the beginning of a

profound spiritual trek. He describes it as “the point of departure from which her whole ‘journey

towards God’ begins, her whole pilgrimage of faith.” Mary will be required to exhibit total trust in

God, which means “to abandon oneself” to the living God and the mystery of his will. Indeed,

Mary’s faith will be tested over and over again. And each time she will pass the test, “accepting

fully and with a ready heart everything that is decreed in the divine plan.”†In this book we will

walk with Mary on her journey of faith from the Annunciation to the cross to her sharing in

Christ’s heavenly reign. The Scriptures will be our guide and our primary point of departure. We

will focus on nine pivotal moments in her walk with the Lord—nine steps in the journey of faith

that God invites her to take as seen in the Scriptures.The nine steps I map out in this book are

meant to be an instructive device to help take in many of the key moments in Mary’s pilgrimage

of faith. For simplicity, I focus on the Gospels of Luke and John—the two New Testament books

in which Mary’s role in the narrative stands out the most, and the Gospels that provide the

most information about her.‡But before we begin walking with Mary, let’s put ourselves in her

shoes at the start of her pilgrimage of faith and consider what her life was like as a young

woman, betrothed to Joseph, in the small village of Nazareth.* Francis Moloney, Mary: Woman

and Mother (Eugene, Ore.: Wipf and Stock, 2009), 27.† John Paul II, Redemptoris Mater

(March 25, 1987), 14.‡ If other New Testament texts were considered, attention could be

drawn to other moments in Mary’s life, such as the flight to Egypt (Matt. 2:13–15) or how

Joseph’s thinking about divorcing Mary might have affected her (Matt. 1:18–19).In Her

ShoesThe Original MaryWhat was Mary’s life like before the angel Gabriel appeared to her?

We don’t know much for sure. Mary’s early years are shrouded in mystery. Although various

traditions have arisen, for example, about her birth to wealthy parents who struggled with

sterility, her being raised as a child by the priests in the Temple, and her arranged betrothal to

a widower named Joseph, the Bible doesn’t tell us much about Mary’s existence before the

Annunciation. The Gospel of Luke offers only the following:In the sixth month the angel Gabriel

was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose

name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. (Luke 1:26–27)On

Mary’s early years, Luke doesn’t give us much to work with. But he does offer three important

facts we will explore: She is living in “a city of Galilee named Nazareth.” She is a virgin who is

betrothed. The man to whom she is betrothed is named Joseph who is from the house of

David.These details may, at first glance, seem rather insignificant—background information

that one can easily gloss over. When viewed in the context of Mary’s first-century Jewish

setting, however, these tiny facts reveal some important aspects about Mary’s life that will be

critical for understanding the mission God gives to her. And, as we will see, they give us at

least a glimpse of Mary’s life before the fateful day when the Holy Spirit overshadows her and

she becomes the mother of the Messiah.Nowhere NazarethThe first fact we learn about Mary

is that she dwelt in “a city of Galilee named Nazareth” (Luke 1:26). This small geographical

detail is important because, from a human perspective, Nazareth of Galilee was a most

unlikely place for the messianic era to begin.Jews in Galilee were not always held in high

esteem by their counterparts in Jerusalem and Judea (John 1:46; 7:52)—probably because of

the many foreign people who had long dwelt in Galilee (cf. Matt. 4:15–16), and the region’s

distance from the holy city of Jerusalem. Nazareth was a small, secluded agricultural village in

Galilee. Far from the social and religious center of the Jerusalem Temple, Nazareth had only

about two hundred to five hundred inhabitants in Mary’s day and was not located along any



major trade route. Moreover, the village held no significance in the Jewish tradition. There are

no prophecies explicitly about Nazareth, and the Old Testament never mentions the place.The

fact that Jesus comes from Nazareth will be a mark against him later in his public ministry, for

the place did not seem to have a good reputation. Nathaniel’s famous line, “Can anything good

come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46) illustrates how at least some Jews looked upon Nazareth

with low regard. Therefore in the first-century Jewish world Nazareth of Galilee would not have

made it onto most people’s Top 10 list of the likely places from which the Messiah would come.

That God chose a woman from this lowly city to become the mother of the Messiah would have

been astonishing. It’s especially remarkable in juxtaposition with what has recently happened

to her kinsman Zechariah in Jerusalem.In the previous scene recorded in Luke’s Gospel, the

angel Gabriel visits Zechariah when he is in a sacred place—the Temple in Israel’s religious

capital, Jerusalem. And Zechariah is a public figure holding a sacred office, serving as a

Levitical priest. He is in the middle of performing a sacred function in the Temple liturgy when

Gabriel appears to deliver the message that Zechariah’s barren wife, Elizabeth, will conceive a

child in her old age. Mary, in contrast, is an unknown young woman, holding no official position,

and apparently going about her ordinary daily life in the insignificant village of Nazareth when

the angel speaks to her.Moreover, the annunciation to Zechariah has an immediate public

impact, since the multitude of people gathered at the Temple perceive that their priest has had

a vision (Luke 1:10, 21–22). Yet the angel speaks to Mary intimately with no one else around.

Thus her revelation escapes the notice of everyone in all of Israel—even though this is the

most important angelic announcement in all of history!John Paul II pointed out how the

contrast between these two announcements underscores the extraordinary nature of God’s

intervention in Mary’s life:In the Virgin’s case, God’s action certainly seems surprising. Mary

has no human claim to receiving the announcement of the Messiah’s coming. She is not the

high priest, official representative of the Hebrew religion, nor even a man, but a young woman

without any influence in the society of her time. In addition, she is a native of Nazareth, a

village which is never mentioned in the Old Testament.By highlighting Mary’s humble

existence, John Paul II continues, “Luke stresses that everything in Mary derives from a

sovereign grace. All that is granted to her is not due to any claim of merit, but only to God’s free

and gratuitous choice.”* Mary thus stands in the biblical tradition of God choosing the people

we’d least expect to play a crucial role in his plan of salvation. Just as God chose Moses, a

man who was slow of speech and unconfident in his leadership abilities, to guide the people

out of slavery in Egypt; and just as God chose from among all of Jesse’s children the youngest

boy named David, who was a simple shepherd and harpist, and made him Israel’s next king; so

God chooses from among all the people in first-century Judaism, not a woman from the Jewish

aristocracy, nor the daughter of a chief priest in Jerusalem, nor the wife of a famous lawyer,

scribe, or Pharisee, but an unknown virgin named Mary from the lowly village of Nazareth and

asks her to become the mother of Israel’s long awaited Messiah-King.Betrothed, Not

EngagedThe second fact we learn about Mary is that she was “a virgin” who was “betrothed.”

This tells us three important things about Mary.First, since Jewish women were typically

betrothed around the age of thirteen, Mary probably was very young when she received this

most weighty message from the angel Gabriel about her call to serve as the mother of the

Messiah.Second, as a betrothed woman, Mary was legally married to Joseph but still living

with her own family. Jewish betrothal was not the same as our modern notion of engagement.

In ancient Judaism, marriage was a two-stage process. The first stage, known as betrothal,

involved the man and woman exchanging consent before witnesses (cf. Mal. 2:14). After this

the couple would be considered legally married to each other as husband and wife. Yet the wife



typically would remain living with her own family apart from her husband for a period of time,

up to a year at most. Then the second step of the marriage process took place, the “taking”

home of the wife to the man’s home. This is when the marriage would be consummated and

the husband would begin supporting his wife. Therefore as a betrothed woman Mary would be

between these two stages of marriage when Gabriel appeared to her. Mary already was

Joseph’s wife at this time, but she was not yet dwelling with him.Third, according to Jewish

marriage customs in Galilee, sexual relations normally would not take place until after the

second stage of the marriage occurred. Thus, since Mary is a young betrothed woman, she is

fittingly called a “virgin” (Luke 1:27).The House of DavidThe most striking fact about Mary from

these verses in Luke’s Gospel is that she is betrothed “to a man whose name was Joseph, of

the house of David” (1:27).This has important implications for Mary. It tells us that Mary is not

part of any ordinary family; she now belongs to a royal family.† Indeed, the phrase “house of

David” was used in the Old Testament in reference to the royal descendants of David,‡ the

most famous family in Israel’s history. David’s heirs ruled over the kingdom of Judah for several

centuries. And God promised David that his family would have an everlasting dynasty and that

his kingdom would never end.

Jesus and the Jewish Roots of Mary: Unveiling the Mother of the Messiah, Hail, Holy Queen,

Introduction to the Spiritual Life: Walking the Path of Prayer with Jesus, Jesus and the Jewish

Roots of the Eucharist: Unlocking the Secrets of the Last Supper, Reasons to Believe: How to

Understand, Explain, and Defend the Catholic Faith, Behold the Handmaid of the Lord: A 10-

Day Personal Retreat with St. Louis de Montfort's True Devotion to Mary

Jennifer Sharpe — Catholic Author, “I have read a few of Edward Sri's books, .... I have read a

few of Edward Sri's books, and they are always very accessible to the average Christian

reader. This book is no exception. I'm familiar with all the doctrines surrounding Mary and their

biblical support, so I was looking for a book about Mary, but not necessarily a book about

scriptural support for her doctrines. This book wasn't so much about that (although that is in

there) as it was about seeing Mary's humanness--the feelings she must have felt, and how she

truly was depicted as a model disciple in scripture. Having come into the Church from a

Protestant background, my family often says to me that Mary was "just" the person God chose

to give birth to Jesus, and nothing more; and how the fact that she is only mentioned a handful

of times in the Bible points to that. This book makes a decent attempt at disproving that notion--

though she isn't mentioned a lot, when she is mentioned it is always at pivotal and significant

times, and there is a lot of symbolism and prophecy surrounding her story. Read it! Catholic or

Protestant, I think there is insight there for all of us!Respectfully,Jennifer Sharpe, author of The

Mass Book for Catholic Children”

Mrs. Ruth, “Fantastic For Even for Cradle Catholics. I’m a cradle Catholic and grew up with the

belief that Mary is our advocate and that we don’t pray to Mary, but we ask for her to intercede

to Jesus on our behalf. I have always understood this, but never fully understood the deep

why’s behind it.This book explains this and SOOOO many questions beyond my initial curiosity

that I have always wondered about, but couldn’t quite put into words or find.I DEFINITELY

recommend this book for anyone who strictly follows what the Bible teaches too, because it

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Eaoo/OPMw/djYmQ/Walking-with-Mary-A-Biblical-Journey-from-Nazareth-to-the-Cross


does have so many quotes, scripture passages, references and historical background to give

depth, humanness and emotion to Mary.”

Innocent Bystander, “My return to book... going for deeping my faith. Really difficult to find a

book thatfocus' on Mary and isn't fluffy...Nor is this the feminist angst themethat can also

become one dimensional.There is a roundness to her relationshipsthat I have never heard

explored in such away as this... as an elder woman I have wantedto meet Mary in her own

pilgrimage of faith. THISis it. The writer's voice doesn't get in the way either...which is a

blessing. It allows me my own elder experienceto have room to navigate the geography of each

chapter.This can be an all in one go... a slow walk across theseasons of faith...For yourself... or

as a gift for an elder woman in thegentle days of her life...”

LFP, “Wonderful and accessible entree into Mariology. As a Catholic Inquirer starting RCIA I

was quick to debunk Protestant misconceptions about the role of the Blessed Virgin Mary in

Catholicism and was looking to study more about her. This book doesn't disappoint - Sri writes

fluidly and brings a great deal of clarity to his subject. This is a short and very sweet book that

I'd recommend to anyone including Protestants.”

John Niles, “A well rounded exposition. Dr. Sri writes in an engaging manner, avoiding the dual

pitfalls of "high theological jargon" and sugary sweetness. His writing is very well organized,

giving the 3 or so points, then expanding on each one. He also takes pains to compare Mary in

the New Testament with Old Testament figures. For example, Mary is told, "the Lord is with

you", Dr. Sri then gives examples of God telling people, "I am with you" (Abraham, Moses,

David, Gideon, to name a few).An excellent work for Catholics or non-Catholics who want to

know more about Mary.”

No name, “A model of holiness. A brilliant discussion and analysis of Mary's trust and faith in

God. Dr. Sri gives you a glimpse of what she endured and accepted starting with the birth of

her son till his resurrection. Beautifully told and the insight into her life is a great example of

true love. I would recommend it to everyone who desires to know more about the mother of

God.”

Andre Vlok, “A pleasant surprise. This is the first book by Sri that I read. I somehow expected

the rather usual Marian pleasantries and conjecture, but was pleasantly surprised by the

theological depth and richness of the book. Needless to say, I learned a tremendous amount,

mostly based on solid exegesis. The book is worth the price just for the discussion of the

wedding feast at Cana.While I was already sold on Mary before this book, I now know why.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Surprisingly Awesome. More depth to Mary than I imagined. The

demonstrated connections between Mary and the Old Testament were eye opening. Very well

written.”

petlin, “he shows Mary's life in wide historical context which enables him to highlite and to draw

lines between parts of the Scriptures. First of all I should mention that this IS a Catholic book,

written by a Catholic and it is based on the Catholic teaching, not only on Mary. However, as it

is a "biblical journey", it follows Mary throughout the New Testament and does not go into

explanations of the Catholic dogmas as proclaimed at various Councils despite quoting Pope

John Paul II or Cardinal Ratzinger. Edward Sri is a biblical scholar and in his book, he shows



Mary's life in wide historical context which enables him to highlite and to draw lines between

parts of the Scriptures that could easily be overseen. I would recommend this book to every

one who wishes to deepen their relationship to Mary, to know more about her than the Nativity

story tells but also to every one who have been annoyed by or could not understand the

Catholic take on her. This book is well and clearly argued, it is not a novel.”

Mary Child, “Great book. I love this book could not put it down”

Mr Wadsley, “Helps you to stay strong in your faith. Fantastic book about virgin Mary good

information to get to know our blessed mother and the mother of our Lord and saviour Jesus

Christ and helps you to stay strong in your faith through testing times just like Virgin Mary did”

Rose Adroa, “Five Stars. Fantastic”

Doyle Catherine, “This wonderful beautiful book MAKES me want to pray!. Edward Sri is one of

my favourite religious authors. He writes in an easy and very engaging manner that brings

everything alive. He always has a new way of looking at historical things. He makes me WANT

to pray!”
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